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e TO THE 


REPLY of his Majeſty's Subjects, the princi- 
pal Inhabitants of the Moſquito- Shore, in Ame- 
rica, for themſelves, and on Behalf of all others, 

reſiding there, under the Direction, Control, 
and Government, of his Majeſty's Governor 
of Jamaica, 


TO THE 


Printed Pamphlet, intitled, “ The Defence of Robert 
| Hodgſon, Eſq. late Superintendant, Agent, and 
Commander in Chief of the Moſquito-Shore ; hum- 

bh inſcribed to the right honourable the Lords of 
Trade and Plantations ; in Anſwer to the Complaints 

- againſt him from ſundry Inhabitants of the Britiſh 
Setthment there.” 


MY LORDS, 


E humbly ſubmit to your Lordſhips, that Mr. 

Hodgſon's plaintive Letter to the Miniſter, the 
right honourable Lord George Germaine, dated the 8th 
of June 1777, and making N* 77 of the Appendix to his 
printed Defence, is the ground-work upon which he pro- 
ceeded, and founded his many repeated applications to 
B your 
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your Lordſhips to be re-heard upon the ſubject of the ICY 
complaints againſt him; until he obtained his requeſt, 
and was accordingly heard by counſel, unoppoſed by the 
Colony, on the 15th of December 1779; although he 
had long before been heard in the fulleſt exertion of his 
abilities, and that in his own Real Defence, tranſmitted 
to the Secretary of State's Office, in the courſe of ſum- 
mer 1775; to which the colony lizving made Anſwer, 
and refuted that Defence, he was thereupon diſmiſſed 
from his employment in May 1776. 

In that letter Mr. Hodgſon, with great ſolemnity, avers 
— That © after receiving the King's orders to return 
“ home, he unremiitedly endeayoured to do ſo.” That 
_ © in the courſe of proſecuting his voyage, he was near 
two months feeding with difficulty his little children on 
« a {mall ſandy ifland, and afterwards was himſelf neceſ- 
« fary in pumping the water from the veſſel to preſerve 
« them; but was at laſt forced to go into Bermuda, or 
&« periſh at ſea.” — That the proper proteſt on this oc- 
& caſion was made on oath before the governor of that 
& iſland, where the veſſel was condemned; and in con- 
et ſequence he was obliged to ſtay there, with the delay 
cc diſtreſſing his mind, and labouring under a multipli- 
cc city of inconveniencies, above fix months, the whole 
& time watching to embrace or create any means he 
te could of getting home.” —In the following part of the 
letter, he diſplays his acrimonious temper againſt us, and 
very particularly againſt our agent; and then moſt em. 
pbatically concludes it in theſe terms“ Grant, my 
« Lord, that I be heard, and adjudged ; and afterwards, 
« if I do not appear a different man to what ſeems to 
10 have been lately thought of me, I ſhall gather up ſuch 
„parts 
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te parts of my mind as may not be too much difarranged; 


te and retire in ſilence.” 

Now, my Lords, Mr. Hodgſon has been heard, or ra- 
ther re-heard, and aſſiſted in that re- heating by all the 
ingenuity and ability of counſel 3 but no ſooner do we 
appear before your Lordſhips, and reply in our ſimple 
manner to his moſt elaborate artificial defence, than he 
quits the field and retires to Jamaica. Viewing his re- 
treat in this light, we were at firſt induced to think, that 
firuck with our Reply, and fully conſcious of his detected 
delinquencies, this conduct was expreſſive of the event 
foreboded by himſelf in the concluſion of his letter; and 
that he had gathered up ſuch parts of his mind as were 
* not too much diſarranged, and retired in ſilence” from 
his country. But this flattering idea was ſoon diſſolved, 
when we learnt, that he had carried out with him the moſt 
reſpectable recommendation to the governor of Jamaica. 
This fact moſt juſtly rouſed and alarmed our fears, leſt, 
in the military or political arrangements carfying on in 
that quarter of the globe, he ſhould, in the courſe of ſuch 
recommendation, come again in contact with us: for, 
having had long experience of the imbecility of his head, 
and the vanity and malignity of his heart, we ean hope 
for nothing that is good or great, in whatever meaſures 
he may influence or direct ; nor can we ever reconcile 
ourſelves to ſubmit to his command. We know not, my 


Lords, how auguſt and excellent the influence may be 


that ſupports this man; but although our reſpect for it 
may be the higheſt, it is impoſſible we can ever be recon- 
ciled to the preſent object of its favour. We know well 
that our intereſt, and that of the public, is one and the 
' ſame in the country we occupy ; but we likewiſe know, 
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that we are altogether weak and impotent, were we to pre- 
tend to any weight or influence from our perſonal connec- 
tions with government : yet our reliance upon the mini- 
ſter 1s ſuch, and we truſt and repoſe that confidence in 
his ſuperior diſcernment, and public affections towards 
the national ſervice, that be the recommendations gone 
out to the governor what they may, we rely that ſuch 
check and control will be given to them, as may preſerve 
us and the public ſervice perfectly ſecure from Mr. Hodg- 
ſon's influence; eſpecially when we ſhall thus have far- 
ther laid open, and refuted before your Lordſhips, the 
groundleſs pleas and aſſertions contained in the foregoing 
letter. 
We formerly expreſſed our concern at Mr. Hodgſon's 
abſence, when we ſolicited the Miniſter's deciſion on the 
merits of our complaints, after we had fully anſwered and 
refuted his real defence in January 1776 ; becauſe we had 
then witneſſes on the ſpot, ready by their oral teſtimony 
to have confirmed our former evidence, and proved every 
point of our allegations againſt him. We are under no 
leſs concern at preſent for his abſence, as we are enabled, 
by the unexpected preſence of Mr. John Chriſtopherz of 
Muſtee Creek, not only pointedly to refute the total un- 
ſubſtantiality of the facts contained in Mr. Hodgſon's 
foregoing Letter, and every thing alledged in his artificial 
defence to the ſame purpoſe z but to prove and ſupport 
many other points upon him, which he has attempted to 
deny. And we ſhould have been particularly happy, 
upon this occaſion, to have had Mr. Hodgfon face to 
face with this witneſs, who will now alſo expoſe and de- 
ſtroy the cruel malignity of Mr. Hodgſon's allegations 
againſt himſelf, We rely, however, with the greateſt confi- 
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dence and ſecurity, upon the juſtice of this Honourable 
Board, that no interpoſition or intereſt whatever can prevent 
your Lordſhips from coming directly to a final deciſion 
upon the merits of the cauſe between us and Mr. Hodgſon ; 
becauſe his abſence in the preſent inſtance is evidently a 
voluntary act of his own, a deliberate deſertion of the cauſe 
which he himſelf ſo long and ſo tenaciouſſy ſolicited to be re- 
viewed and re- judged, as well as a moſt expreſſive acknow- 
ledgment of the truth of our complaints, and his inability 
any longer to attempt a refutation of them. But this is no 
liberation to us from the groundleſs, unprovoked, and ma- 
levolent calumnies he has ſo profuſely loaded us with be- 
fore your Lordſhips, in the whole of his real and artificial 
Defences. This matter reſts ſolely with your Lordſhips; 
and on your Lordſhips alone we beg leave to depend for 
redreſs, 

We will now proceed, with your Lordſhips permiſſion, 
to ſupport and conficm, by parole evidence, various facts 
maintained by us in the courſe of our controverſy with Mr. 
Hodgſon, and in particular the whole matters and circum- 
ſtances contained in Mr. Chriſtopherz's affidavits, as taken 
and reported by Captain Lynn, of his Majeſty's ſhip Gar- 
land, in September 1771, and now in the Secretary of 
State's Office ; as well as refute the preceding allegations, 
ſo ſolemnly and poſitively ſet forth by Mr. Hodofon in his 
foregoing Letter to the Miniſter, of the 8th of June 1777. 
For this purpoſe, we beg leave to refer your Lordſhips to 
Mr. Chriſtopherz's annexed athdavit, in proof of the follows 


ing paruculars. 
Firſt, That Captain Hodgſon, the father of our antago- 
niſt, Mr. Hodgſon, was not, as Mr. Hodgſon aſſerts, the 


firſt military and civil officer who reſided on the Moſquito 
B 3 Shore ; 
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1 Shore; for Lieutenants Wiſeheart and Leſlie reſided there 
| - previous to his arrival; and a civil magiftracy was eſta- 
{ bliſhed there both before and after his arrival, in which he 
1 never was commiſſioned or employed. 

| Second, That he (Mr. Hodgſon, our antagoniſt) never 
n exhibited any inſtances of ability on the Moſquito Shore, 
as an Engineer: for the Fort at Black River was erected 
by Engineer Jones; and no other work of military appear- 
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| ance was ever erected upon the Shore, except in the ſa- 
[ perintendency of Captain Otway, who employed Mr. 
| Hodgſon to overſee ſome workmen dig for a foundation 
| of an intended {mall battery, to command the bar of Black 
River, which never was finiſhed. 
| Third, That Mr. Chriſtopherz is not a Roman 2 
| but a Proteſtant, born in Holland of Britiſh parents; and 
'T Mr. Hodgſon's affection, that the ſaid Mr. Chriſtopherz 
; | * was a Roman Catholic, and betrayed him,” —is falſe, 
| - defamatory, and injurious, and proves the defamer, Mr. 
| Hodgſon, to be, in this inſtance, deſtitute of honour, 
truth, and gratitude : for that he, Mr. Chriſtopherz, ſerved 


him well and faithfully, as his agent and factor, in all the 
{ commercial dealings he carried on for him; from which 
f the ſaid Mr. Hodgſon derived a profit of about 170 per 
| cent. But Mr. Chriſtopherz declined going with a cargo of 
| goods on Mr. Hodgſon's account, to Matina, or Carpen- 
| ter's River, becauſe Mr, Hodgſon propoſed to cover this 

1 commerce, by giving Mr, Chriſtopherz a commiſſion, as 
| the Officer and Conductor of a flag of truce to the Spaniſh 
| | Commandant of that place; in which ſituation Mr, 
Chriltopherz would have been put upon his oath by the 
j } Spaniſh Commandant, to declare that he was in no ſhape 


concerned in trade, and came only for tranſacting the bu- 
fineſy 
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ſineſs ſet forth in his credentials reſpecting the flag of 
truce : and becauſe Mr. Chriſtopherz, from a principle of 
honour and good faith, refuſed this mixed political-com- 
mercial adventure, Mr. Hodgſon broke with him; which 
induced Mr. Chriſtopherz, in return, to refuſe ever after- 
wards to do any buſineſs for him. 
Fourth, That the“ complete coaſting voyage to every 
ce part of the country,” (deſcribed by Mr. Hodgſon, No. 76 
of his Appendix annexed to his printed artificial Defence, 
and ſaid to have been) „ undertaken to prevent the miſ- 
* chief that might ariſe from the Governor of Carthago's 
& intercourſe with the Moſquito Indians, and which 
* commenced the 15th December 1769, and finiſhed the 
«© 23d of May following;” was the ſelf- ſame voyage 
which Mr. Chriftopherz had declined, for the reaſon 
above mentioned, and a voyage of private trade, and not 
of public utility, although by the manner of placing it in 
Mr. Hodgſon's ſaid Appendix, it evidently appears as 
meant to bring a heavy charge upon Government, for de- 
fraying the expences neceſſarily attending his private 
trade. | 
Fifth, That the coaſting voyage, from zd to 24th of 
February 1772, mentioned by Mr. Hodgſon in his ſaid 
Appendix, No. 76. to be A coaſting voyage along moſt 
e of the Moſquito Shore, to quiet the Indians, and to 
“ diſtribute amongſt them part of his Majeſty's preſents 
« which remained of laſt year,” — was ancther trading 
voyage, in which Mr. Edward Caddle acted as agent and 
factor to Mr. Hodgſon, and proceeded in the ſchooner Our 
Bett, (the ſame Spaniſh veſſel ſo fully defcribed in our 
Reply, and ſo ſhamefully applied by Mr. Hodgſon to his 
own uſe) to Brangmans-Bluff, Tebuppe, and Walpa Sicla 
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River, where he traded with the Moſquito Indians, and 
purchaſed tortoiſe-ſhell, caſh, deer-ſkins, and Indian 
Laves, for the uſe of Mr. Hodgſon, in return for the goods 
he had carried up in the ſaid ſchooner Our Bett; the loſs of 
which veſſel, as well as the expence of this trading voyage, 
he ſeems, in the manner of ſtating it in his ſaid Appendix, 
to place to Government account. 

Sixth, That the voyage deſcribed by Mr. Hodgſon in his 
aforeſaid Appendix, No. 76, to have been undertaken— 
F< in a four-oared canoe, from the 1ſt to the 11th of April 
* 1776, along the Weſtern Coaſt of the Moſquito Shore, 
* and ſome of the Spaniſh country, partly to ſurvey it, 
* and alſo to avoid the power of a court of judicature he 
& did not acknowledge,” —was publicly declared by Mr. 
Hodgſon himſelf, previous to his ſetting out from Black 
River, to be undertaken in order to avoid his appearance at 
the court of quarter ſeſſions, held about that time at Black 
River, where very many writs were exhibited againſt him 
by merchants, factors, ſhop-keepers and labourers, nay, 
even by his very houſekeeper before he was married ; all 
whoſe demands he had delayed and diſputed, although 
vouched from under his own hand. For as to the pre- 
tended ſurvey, the coaſt had been thoroughly ſurveyed, 
and was perfectly known many years befpre this œcono- 
mical voyage of Mr. Hodgſon : and the potyer of the court 
of judicature, which he declares he meant ty avoid, was 
legally and properly founded, upon the appointment of Sir 
Baſil Keith as Governor, and had paſſed under the great 
ſeal of Jamaica, This ſaving voyage ſeems allo to be 
placed here as an inſtance of his public ſervice, for which 
Government is to pay. 

| Theſe 
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Theſe three preceding voyages, ſet forth by Mr. Hodg- 
ſon with ſo much pomp in#®his ſaid Appendix, as public 
voyages and public ſervices, performed by him in the re- 
gular courſe of his duty, we have at this time been able to 
detect, and expoſe in their true and natural ſtate, they 
having been all of them voyages of private adventure, pro- 
fit, and conveniency. With regard to the reſt, we enter- 
tain no doubt of making the deteCtion equally clear, had 
we the opportunity of examining into the truth of them 
upon the Moſquito Shore. Nevertheleſs, as Mr. Hodg- 
ſon has exhibited this No. 76 of his Appendix, as a 
Table of his Voyages on the public Service, whilſt he 
* was Superintendant on the Moſquito Shore ;” and al- 
ledges that “his accuſers having endeavoured to convey 
*« ſtrong crimination of him, for having neglected viſiting 
the country, and inſinuated that he had reſided wholly 
at Black River, the principal ſettlement, from the firſt 
to the Jaſt of his being ſuperintendant ; he was thereby 
„ provoked, in his juſtification, to make the following 
* arrangement of his ſeveral voyages and expeditions 
* during that time.“ We will here beg your Lordſhips in- 
dulgence, in attending to the merit of Mr. Hodgſon's faid 
arrangement *, 

By Mr. Hodgſon's proclamation, No. 7th of his Ap- 
pendix, it appears from the date of it, that he had arrived 


at Black River on the Moſquito Shore, in the character of 


ſuperintendant, on or before the 25th of July 1768; and 
by the laſt article of this Table of his Voyages on the pub- 


For doing the greater juſtice to Mr. Hodgſon's arrangement, 
we have printed a copy of it, which follows the annexed athda- 
vit; and have added a ſhort Table of Time, free from Mr. Hodg- 
ſon's miſreckonings. 
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lic ſervice, it appears that he arrived at London the 4th of 
June 1777 : therefore the whble time from Mr. Hodgſon's 
appearance on the Shore as Superintendant, until his re- 
turn to London, comprehends 8 years, 10 months, 10 
days; during which time it appears by Mr, Hodgſon's 
ſaid Table, when freed from miſreckonings, that he em- 
ployed upon voyages on the public ſervice, 3 years, 
7 months, and 25 days; ſo that he was only at reſt in all 
that time, 5 years, 2 months, and 15 days. 

This is Mr. Hodgſon's own account of matters, and pro- 
feſſedly given “ in his juſtification againſt our ſtrong cri- 
* mination of him, for having neglected viſiting the coun- 
ce try,” &c. Now, we ſubmit to your Lordſhips, that even 
from Mr. Hodgſon's own repreſentation, the following de- 
ductions are to be made; viz. the 2d, 4th, 7th, gth, and 
10th articles of his Table of Voyages, which are clearly 
and profeſſedly ſo many voyages to Jamaica, which have 
no connection or reference whatſoever with viſiting the 
country, and reſiding or mixing with the Moſquito Indian 
King, and the other Chiefs of the Moſquito Shore, who all 
live in the interior parts of the country, and where his vi- 
fits alone could be of any utility to the public ſervice, 
They were undertaken without example or precedent ; 
nor has there been one inſtance of ſuch voyages either be- 
fore or ſince his ſuperintendancy.— They were voyages of 
pleaſure, conveniency, or profit, but not of the ſmalleſt 
public utility. For as to the motives he mentions, — “ to 
« conſult on the welfare of that'diſtrated country,” —and 
& on the diſordered ſtate of the Moſquito Shore,“ we ſub. 
mit to your Lordſhips, that it appears ſrom the proof ſup» 
porting our complaints in November 1773, frcm our An- 
{yer to his own Genuine Reply and Defence in January 

1776, 
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1776, and from our Reply to his printed artificial An- 
ſwer and Deſence in March laſt, that the diſtractions and 
diſorders, as well as the imputed rebellions on the ſhore, 
had no other exiſtence and ſupport but from his own 
uſurpation, pride, tyranny, and oppreſhon. They exiſted 
neither before his arrival, nor ſince his departure from the 
Shore, He is the Alpha and Omega of that country's 
diſaſters. Deducting therefore the whole time he miſ-ſpent 
on theſe voyages, it amounts, when fairly reckoned, to 
1 year, 7 months, and 24 days. 

Deducting likewiſe his laſt voyage, from 25th July 
1776, to 4th June 1777, being 10 months and 10 days, 
and the immediate preceding voyage, which 1s evidently 
but a part of the former, viz. from 1 July to 8th July, 
1776, being 7 days, they make together 10 months and 
17 days. | 

Theſe two laſt are deducted, not only becauſe they have 
no relation to his viſiting the country, or our crimination 
of him for not dying it ; but are clearly proved by the an- 
nexed affidavit, to be undertaken and executed on his own 
plan of private trade and commerce. Wherefore, theſe 
added to the former Jamaica voyages, make 2 years, 6 
months, and 11 days; which time being deducted from 
the whole time of his voyages, viz. 3 years, 7 months, 
and 25 days, leaves behind the time which, under any 
interpretation, can be applied to his viſitation voyages of 
the country, viz. 1 year, 1 month, and 14 days.— Thug 
in place of his pompous deſcription of employing, when 
truly reckoned, 3 years, 7 months, and 25 days, in viſit- 
ing the country of the Moſquito-ſhore, we have reduced 
him, by his own acknowlegement, in his Table of Voy- 
ages, to 1 year, I month, and 14 days, 


We 


1 

We now proceed to deduct from this remaining time, 
the third, fifth and twelfth articles of his Table of Voy- 
ages ; becauſe they are proved by the annexed affidavit, 
as deſcribed in the fourth, fifth, and ſixth preceding facts, 
to have been voyages of trade, undertaken for his own 
private emolument and conveniency. T he time employ- 
ed in theſe three voyages is 6 months and g days, which 
being deducted from the foregoing 1 year, 1 month, and 

14 days, leaves only 7 months and 5 days. 11 
Theſe 7 months and 5 days are comprehended in the 
firſt, ſixth, eighth, and eleventh articles of his Table of 
Voyages. Reſpecting the firſt article, which extends 
from the 8th of October 1768, to the 8th of January 
1769, it evidently appears from the title of it as well as 

from his notifications and proclamations iſſued and dit- © 
perſed about that period, that it was a briguing and can- 
vaſſing voyage to obtain votes for ſupporting himſelf in his 
plan of uſurpation, to impoſe by his own aſſumed autho- 
rity, a council af ſtate on the Shore; whilſt the ſpirit and 
voice of the people, from principles of loyalty to their 

} ſovereign, and obedience to their proper governor of Ja- 1 
[| maica, oppoſed and rejected it from the beginning. This 
; voyage, therefore, ſo far from being of public utility, was 
| the foundation of all that animoſity add diſturbance which 
took place between us and Mr. Hodgſon, during all the 
time of his ambitious, proud, and intereſted ſuperinten= 
dancy on the Moſquito-Shore : wherefore the time ſpent 
on this voyage, which was 3 months, is alſo to be de- 
ducted. — The fixth article comprehends his voyage from 
the 20th of Auguſt till the 7th of November 1772, and 
profeſſes itſelf to be“ a coaſting voyage along all the 
$6 Moſquito-Shore, in order to prevent many milſchiefs 
= „ which 


WM 

© which threatened” Now as it happened at that time, 
that we were threatened with no other miſchiefs than 
thoſe which plentifully flowed from Mr. Hodgſon him- 
ſelf; the duration of this voyage, which was 2 months 
and 18 days, falls likewiſe to be deducted. — The eighth 
article manifeſtly appears to be a trip of pleaſure and con- 
veniency, in order to avoid a court of juſtice ; for no ob- 
. JeCt of any public nature whatſoever exiſted at that time 
to the weſtward of Black-River. This voyage, therefore, 
which endured from the 14th to the 26th of March 1774, 
and took up 12 days, falls like the others to the ground, 
as to any relation it has to real public ſervice. — The ele- 
venth and laſt of theſe articles, comprizing Mr, Hodgſon's 
ſearch after the remains of his ſloop, Cheſter, was follow- 
ing his mercantile profeſſion of a trader, as Mr. Chriſto- 
pherz will inform your lordſhips whenever you are pleaſed 
to call him before you. The time, therefore, taken up 
in this coaſting voyage, from the 7th of November till 
the twelſth of December 1775, being 1 month and 5 
days, is, like all the reſt, to be deducted, So that there 
is · not any part of the time contained in Mr. Hodgſon's 
Table of Voyages, that we can, with any degree of pro- 
priety, apply to his viſiting the country, which lies with- 
in and beyond the coaſt, but not upon it ; nor to his vi- 
ſiting the Indian king, or chiefs, and thereby confirming 
and enlarging their affections and attachments towards his 
majeſty and the ſettlement. Wherefore our crimination 
of him, as he calls it, on this account, remains, for any 
thing contained in his Table of Voyages, as ſtrong and 

as fully againſt him as ever. 
We obſerve, Mr. Hodgſon adds to this Table of Voy- 
ages, a column, informing us, that he made a contingent 
charge 
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charge for each of them, which was allowed and paid to 
him by the governor of Jamaica. This, we ſuppoſe, to 


be done by way of proof to convince thoſe who read it, 


that theſe voyages were on the public ſervice. Whatever 
effect this may have upon others, we, who are acquainted 
with the man, his voyages, conduct, and views, cannot 
be impoſed upon. We may be ſtruck with wonder, or 
eren amazement, at his paſſing accounts for ſuch voyages 
as theſe we have enumerated; at his having accounts ſtill 
to paſs at the treaſury; at his returning at this inſtant of 
time to Jamaica, recommended to the governor: but 
were even this ſcourge to be ſent over a ſecond time 
amongſt us, our amazement might be increaſed, but our 
opinions would invariably be the ſame reſpeCting theſe 
voyages, theſe accounts, and his merit as a public man. 
In ſhort, we are deeply conſcious of his miſdemeanours, 
and perfectly ignorant of his title to _ degree of public 
merit. 

Having thus fully replied to this part of Mr. Hodgſon's 
defence, we beg leave to reſume our preſent ſubject, and 
lay before your Lordſhips a continuation of the facts proved 
by the annexed affidavit. 

Seventh — That Mr. Hodgſon has employed u many other 
perſons, beſide Mr. Chriſtopherz, to carry on and nego- 
tiate his very extenſive and Jucrative trade ; in particular, 
Capt. Montgomerie, Capt. Kaye, Meſſ. William Allum, 
Andrew Mellony, Edward Caddle, Philip Bode, John 
Bray, and William Collins; by which extenſive trade, 
far exceeding the funds and abilities of the individual ſet- 
tlers on the Shore, added to the inſupportable pride and 
inſolence of his temper, and his aſſuming the powers, 
rights, and juriſdictions of a ſupreme and independant 

gover- 
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governor; he moſt eſſentially rivalled and injured the 
traffic and commerce of the ſaid ſettlers on the Shore, and 
provoked their reſentment to a perpetual oppoſition and 
contempt of himſelf and his uſurpations. 

Eighth That the letter annexed to Mr. Chriſtopherz's 
affidavit, taken by Capt. Lynn, of his majeſty's Thip Gar- 
land, in September 1771, was received by the ſaid Mr. 
Chriſtopherz, from Mr. Hodgſon, in Mr. Hodgſon's hand- 
writing, ſometime in February, 1769, when he was 
trading for him on Roman river; and was ſigned R. H. 
in place of Robert Hodgſon, the better to conceal his 
perſon and name, ſhould it have happened by any acci- 
dent to miſcarry : and the extracts taken from ſaid letter, 
as ſet forth in No. 3, of the State of Facts, accompany- 
ing the colony-memorial of the 11th of November 1773. 
are true and fair extracts from ſaid letter; the facts be- 
ing all perfectly conſiſtent with the ſaid Mr. Chriſtopberz's 
knowlege, who, for the greater certainty, refers to the 
letter itſelf, now in the Secretary of State's- Office. 

Ninth — That it is not true, as inſinuated by Mr. Hodg- 
ſon, in his firſt conſtructed Defence, tranſmitted to the 
Secretary of State's-Office in ſummer 1775, in reply to 
the colony-memorial of 11 Nov. 1773; * That his late 
« friend, Mr. Pitt, offered him a half-concern in the 
te trade, which Mr. Chriſtopherz conducted, on Roman- 
« River, as mentioned above; and to conceal his name, 
« that he, Mr. Hodgſon, accepted it“. For Mr. Chriſto- 
pherz, previous to his ſetting out on this mercantile adven- 
ture, applied, at Mr. Hodgſon's deſire, to Mr. Pitt, to 
know if he would be concerned with Mr. Hodgſon, and 
make it one joint adventure. To which the faid Mr. 


Pitt made anſwer, That he never would be concerned 
with 
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with Mr. Hodgſon in the Spaniſh trade: and accords 
ingly Mr. Chriſtopherz was employed diſtinctly and ſepa- 
rately by che ſaid Mr. Pitt to conduct his trade; and diſs 
tinctly and ſeparately by the ſaid Mr. Hodgſon to conduct 
his trade; and proceeded about the month of October 
1768, to tranſact their ſeparate and diſtin buſineſs on 
Roman-River : agreeably to which ſeparate commiſſions, 
Mr. Chriſtopherz ſold their goods ſeparately, kept their ac- 
counts ſeparate, made their returns ſeparate, and was ſe- 
parately paid by each individual for his factorage and trou- 
ble; Mr. Pitt having the ſmalleſt cargo, although he al- 
lowed and paid Mr. Chriſtopherz more liberally for his 
trouble than Mr. Hodgſon did. 

Tenth — That the converſation mentioned in Mr. 
Chriſtopher's other affidavit, taken by the above mention- 
ed Capt. Lynn, in the month of September 1771, as hav- 
ing paſſed between him and Mr. Hodgſon, on or about 
the 4th and 5th of Auguſt preceding; reſpecting the cap- 
ture made by General Tempeſt of ſome Spaniſh Mulat- 
toes and Samboes, and of ſome ſarſapatilla, the property 
of Mr. Chriſtopherz ; did really and truly happen as ſet 
forth in his above mentioned affidavit, and as mentioned 
in the extracts taken therefrom in the eleventh number of 
the State of Facts, accompanying the ſaid colony-memo- 
rial of the 11th of November 1773: and that the ſaid : 
Mr. Hodgſon refuſed and neglected giving the ſaid Mr. 
Chriſtopherz any aid or aſſiſtance for the recovery of his 
ſaid property, in the manner mentioned in his ſaid afhda- 
vit. Farther, that Mr. John Pitt, of Black-River, in- 
formed Mr. Chriſtopherz, that he paid out of his own 
pocket to the Moſquito men twenty piſtoles for the reco- 
very of Matteo Domingo, one of the Spaniſh Mulattoes, 


and 
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and Pedro Altimirana, the black Samboe above alluded 
to; which clearly proves, that Mr. Hodgſon never ob- 
tained the releaſe of the ſaid Spaniſh priſoners. 
Eleventh—That it is not true, as alledged by Mr. Hodg- 
ſon, in his artificial Defence of 15th of December 1779, 


| © That he unremittingly endeavoured from the 11th of 


& * 4 " as * 


« Jarwary 1776, to meet with a veſſel to take his paſſage 


© in, and was unable to leave the ſhore till the 25th of 


| © July following.“ 


For the veſſel which brought Mr. Ferguſon from Ja- 
maica to Black-River, to ſucceed Mr. Hodgſon on his 
recall home, arrived at Black River about the 8th or 11th 
of January 1796, and again departed from thence di- 
rectly to Jamaica in the month of February or March fol- 
lowing; and returned a ſecond time from Jamaica to 


Black-River, and departed a ſecond time from Black- 


River to Jamaica, before Mr. Hodgſon left the firſt men- 
tioned place about the 26th of July 1776. 

In like manner, another opportunity of a veſſel offered 
for Mr. Hodgſon to take his paſſage in, which was the 
ſhip commanded by Captain Archdeacon, which lay off 
Black-River, and proceeded in March, by the way of 
Honduras, for London. | | 

And alſo his own floop, a new veſſel, in which he at 
laſt took his paſſage, was well able to have carried him 
at any time from the arrival of Mr, Ferguſon at the 
Shore on the 8th or 11th of January 1776, directly to 
Jamaica ; from whence he would have had the readieſt 


and ſhorteſt paſſage home, in the monthly packet-boats, 


from thence to Falmouth. 
Twelfth—That the allegations of Mr. Hodgſon are not 


| true, as ſet forth in his Letter to Lord George Germaine 
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of the 8th of July 1777, and from which extracts are 
made at the beginning of this Supplement. | 

For it appears, by the information of Capt. Freeman, 
who commanded Mr. Hodgſon's floop on her paſſage with 
Mr. Hodgſon and family, from Black River to the iſland 
Bonacca, and from thence to Bermudas, that Mr. Hodg- 
ſon's intention was not to make the beſt of his way 
home to England after his recall, but to make the beſt of 
his time as long as he could ſtay in the country, in proſe- 
cuting his plans as a private trader and adyenturer ; for 
the ſaid Capt. Freeman acquainted Mr. Chriſtopherz, that 
Mr. Hodgfon's true purpoſe in proceeding from Black 
River to the iſland Bonacca, which lies 12 leagues due 
north from Cape Honduras, was to ſele& a loading of 
mahogany for: his veſſel, out of a large quantity of. that 
timber which had been formerly left on that iſland by-his 
veſſel the Aſk-again, although he pretended his motive to 
be the altering of his ſloop's maſt. 

It alſo appears, that this iſland Bonacca is not a deſart 
or famiſhed iſland; it being a place well known to the 
faid Mr. Chriſtopherz, and where moſt of the veſſels go- 
ing 'to and from St. George's Quay in the Bay of Hon- 
duras, and Jamaica, ſtop at; and where two or three fami- 
lies have ſettled for many years, and eſtabliſhed planta- 
tions, and raiſed ſtock : ſo that if Mr. Hodgſon had been 
ſo inclined, he might have hired hunters and ſtrikers from 
among theſe people, and 'been plentifully ſupplied with 
proviſions both by ſea and land. And indeed it would ap- 
pear that he did employ them for this purpoſe, as two of 
thoſe people, viz. Thomas and Abraham Taylor, told 
the aforeſaid Mr, Chriſtopherz at Omoa, in October laſt, 
that 


69 
that Mr. Hodgſon was ſtill indebted to them about 12 1, 
for their ſervice in this way. 

It likewiſe appears, that Captain Freeman having navi- 
gated Mr. Hodgſon's ſaid ſloop, I with Mr. Hodgſon and 
family on board, from Bonacca to Bermudas, and. there 
unloaded the mahogany, the ſaid Mr. Hodgſon finding 
many American prizes there, loaded with flour, purchaſed 
a cargo of the ſame for his ſaid ſloop; and having con- 


ſigned the cargo to the ſaid Captain Freeman, directed 
him to proceed with it in his ſaid ſloop to Black River, on 


the Moſquito Shore, and there ſell it for caſh only. 

Mr. Chriſtopherz was at Black River when the faid 
Captain Freeman arrived in Mr. Hodgſon's ſaid floop with 
the ſaid loading of flour, on or about the month of March 
or April 1777 ; and was preſent when the ſame was put 
up to public auction and ſale: but when the terms were 
made known, that no goods would be taken in barter, and 
that caſh only would be received in payment for ſaid flour, 
no perſon would purchaſe it; ſo that the ſaid Captain 
Freeman was under the neceſſity of proceeding with the 
whole to the Bay of Honduras; where, after diſpoſing of 
the flour, the ſaid Captain Freeman loaded mahogany, 
which, with the ſaid ſloop, was afterwards captured on 
the North-fide of Jamaica. 

Laſtly, It appears, that when Captain Freeman left 
Bermudas with the ſaid loading of flour for Black River, 
Mr. Hodgſon intended ſoon to fail, not for London, but 
for St. Euſtatia, in a veſſel he had procured for that pur- 
poſe; and from thence to go by the way of Holland for 


England, 
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My Lords, all theſe articles are verified by the annexed 
affidavit of the ſaid Mr. Chriſtopherz, whom your. Lord- 
ſhips may now examine, and who is able to give this Ho- 


nourable Board the fulleſt ſatisfaction upon the above 


particulars, or whatever other matters your. Lordſhips 
may pleaſe to inquire of him relative to Mr. Hodgſon's 
trade, and his contentions with the colony, and the Mo- 
ſquito Indian Chiefs, whilſt he reſided in the character 
of Superintendant on the Moſquito Shore. But unleſs 
your Lordſhips examine him ſoon, his' ſpeedy return to 
the Moſquito Shore, by next month's packet, will render 
it impraCticable, as has been the caſe upon former occa- 
fions: And this has induced us to preſerve his teſtimony 
as far as we are able, by tranſcribing this preſent afh - 
davit. 

From the evidence now adduced, added to what we 
had the honour of laying before your Lordſhips, in the 
latter part of our Reply of the 16th of March laſt, we 
humbly conceive it is moſt inconteſtably proved, that Mr. 
Hodgſon had various opportunities of conveyance from the 
Moſquito Shoreto London, ſoon after he received the King's 
orders to return home, and long before he would conde- 
ſcend to obey them; that he wilfully neglected them, and 
employed himſelf in purſuits after trade, and commerce, 
and not in unremitted endeavours, or any endeavours at 
all to return home. Wherefore this point being clearly 
eſtabliſhed, we humbly ſubmit to your Lordſhips, how 


far and how groſsly he has impoſed upon the Miniſter, 


and this Honourable Board, by his foregcing Letter of 
the 8th of June 1777; as alſo how inconſiſtent with 
truth are his apologies, his 1eaſons for a re- hearing, his 

calumuies 
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calumnies of us; and how much more he reſembles 3 
keen, grubbing, trading adventurer, than a man of ſuch 
honour and abilities, as is fitted to maintain the dignity of 
his Sovereign, and extend the intereſt of his country, in 
any public character abroad. 


In reſpect whereof, and holding this Supplement 
as part of our Reply to Mr. Hodgſon's artificial 
Defence of the 15th of December, 1779, we 
humbly requeſt your Lordſhips, agreeably to the 
concluſion of that Reply, to diſmiſs the ſaid artifi- 
cial Defence, as wholly inadmiſſible ; to adhere to 
and confirm your Lordſhips own judgment given 
upon our complaints againſt Mr. Hodgſon, on 
the of May 1776 ; to receive no farther ap- 
plications from him reſpeQing thoſe our charges 
and complaints, which have been ſo long finally 
adjudged and determined by this Honourable 
Board, to the inexpreſſible happineſs of all the 
members of the colony; and to paſs ſuch cenſure 
upon Mr. Hodgſon's groundleſs calumnies and 
abuſe of ourſelves and our Agent, in his afhrm- 
ing that we ſurpriſed or impelled your Lordſhips 
to a haſty deciſion in the faid month of May 
1776, as to your Lordſhips, in juſtice to your- 
ſelves and us, ſhall ſeem proper. 


In name of his Majeſty's Subjects, the princi- 

pal Inhabitants of the Moſquito Shore, for 

— — themſelves, and on behalf of all others his 

1780. Majeſty's Subjects reſiding there, by virtue 
of their power of agency. 


ROBERT WHITE. 
C 3 Copy 
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0 "Py of Mr. John Chriſtopherz's Affidavit, referred to in the 
3 preceding Supplement, vix. 


MiDpDLESEx. 
R. John Chriſtopherz of Muſtee Creek on the 


M Moſquito Shore in America, maketh oath and 
jeth, that he has known and reſided on the ſaid Shore 
for upwards of thirty years: that the deceaſed” Captain 
Robert Hodgſon, father of Lieutenant Robert Hodgſon, 
late Superintendant on the Moſquito Shore, was'not the 
firſt military or civil officer who reſided on that Shore; 
for that to this deponent's knowlege, Lieutenants Wiſe- 
hart and Leſlie reſided there as military officers in the 
youre 1749 and 1750, previous to the arrival of the ſaid 

aptain Robert Hodgſon in the courſe of the year 1750, 
as Superintendant; and that previous and ſubſequent to 
ſaid time, a civil magiſtracy was eſtabliſhed on the Shore 
by the Governor of Jamaica, in which the late Wil- 
ham Pitt, Eſquire, was comprehended ; but in which laſt 
mentioned department the ſaid Captain Robert Hodgſon 
never was employed; — That the fort at Black River, in 
which the ſaid Captain Robert Hodgſon refided, was con- 
ſtructed or built by Richard Jones, Eſq. His Majeſty's 
Engineer from Jamaica, about the ſaid year 1750, to the 
beſt of this deponent's recollection; nor was there ever 
any other work afterwards erected on the Shore, that had 
the leaſt military appearance, except in the time of Cap- 
tain Joſeph Otway's ſuperintendancy, when the ſaid Lieu- 
tenant Robert Hodgſon was employed by him to overſee 
the workmen dig for a foundation of an intended ſmall 
battery to command the bar at the mouth of Black River, 
which never was finiſhed, 

Farther this deponent faieth, that he is no Roman 
Catholic, but a Proteſtant, educated and brought up ac- 
cording to the rules and principles of the Church of Eng- 
land, although he was born in Holland of Britiſh parents; 
that he never betrayed Mr. Hodgſon, ſon of the aforeſaid 
Captain Hodgſon, and late Superintendant on the Moſ- 
quito Shore, but ſerved him well during all the times he 
traded for him, as his agent and factor in the trade and 
com- 


. 


commerce he, the ſaid Mr. Hodgſon, ſo advantageouſly car- 
ried on by his agents, with the Spaniards of Honduras and 
Guatimala, whilſt he appeared in the public character of 
Superintendant on the Moſquito Shore; and that Mr. Hodg- 
ſon's aſſertion in his firſt conſtructed Defence or Reply to the 
Colony Complaints, tranſmitted to the Secretary of State's 
office in the courſe of ſummer 1775, afferting “ that 
« he this deponent was a Roman Catholic and betrayed 
„ him,” is falſe, defamatory, and injurious to this de- 
ponent, and proves the defamer, Mr. Hodgſon, to be in 
this inſtance deſtitute of honour, truth, and gratitude : 
for that he, this deponent, was employed by the faid Mr. 
Hodgſon, ſoon after his arrival in the character of Super- 
intendant on the Moſquito Shore, to trade for him as his 
agent with the Spaniards upon Roman River, and did 
there, from about October 1768 until about April 1769, 
ſell and diſpoſe of the goods and merchandize of the ſaid 
Mr. Hodgſon to the amount of about Z. 2000, at the 
very advantageous profit of one hundred and ſeventy 
per cent. to the emolument and advantage of the ſaid 
Mr. Hodgſon ; and was afterwards employed by him two 
ſeveral times in the ſame line of buſineſs upon the ſaid 
Roman River, where ſimilar advantages aroſe to Mr. 
Hodgſon ; but this deponent declined going with a-cargo 
of goods on the ſaid Mr. Hodgſon's account to Matina oc 
Carpenters River, about December 1769, becauſe Mr. 
Hodgſon propoſed to cover this commerce by a commiſ- 
ſion to this deponent as the officer and conductor of a 
Flag of Truce to the Spaniſh Commandant of that place 
in which fituation this deponent knew that be would be 
put upon his oath by the ſaid Spaniſh Commandant, to 
declare that he was in no ſhape concerned in trade, and 
came only for tranſacting the buſineſs fet forth in his 
credentials reſpecting the Flag of Truce; and upon his 
declining this mixed political commercial adventure, the 
ſaid Mr. Hodgſon broke with this deponent, who never 
afterwards would do any buſineſs for him.— 

Farther this deponent faieth, That the complete coaſt- 
ing voyage to every part of the country, {deſcribed by 
Mr. Hodgſon No. 76. of his Appendix, to have been) 
« undertaken to prevent the miſchief that might ariſe 
« from the Governor of Carthago's intercourſe with the 
« Moſquito Indians, and which commenced the 1 5th of 

C 4 De- 


( 24 ) 


* December 1769, and finiſhed the 23d of May follow- 
« ing,” appears to this deponent to have been the ſelf- 
ſame voyage which he, this deponent, had declined being 
concerned in, as above mentioned, and was a voyage of 
private trade and not of public utility, becauſe the miſ- 
chief that could ariſe from the Governor of Carthago's 
intercourſe with the Moſquito Indians had been detected 
about the month of October preceding, by Mefirs. Lawrie 
and Gilibert, and was at this time univerſally known all 
over the Moſquito Shore. — And becauſe the veſſel, 
Moſquito, which Mr. Hodgſon pretends to have ſhifted 
himſelf into from the ſchooner Betſey, in the month of 
February 1770, was from the beginning of this voyage, 
in the ſaid month of December 176g, loaded at Black 


River as full as ſhe could ſtow with goods properly 


aſſorted for the trade and market at Matina or Carpenter's 
River: and the Betſey, the other veſſel mentioned by 
Mr. Hodgſon, carried all Mr. Hodgſon's ſtores—In this 
condition this deponent ſaw both theſe veſſels at Black 
River in the ſaid month of December, 1769, after he had 
declined the management of this trade under the colour of 
a Flag of Truce, and in this ſituation they left the ſhore 
of Black River in the ſaid month of December, ſteering 
to windward for their original deſtination, with Mt. Hodg- 
ſon on board the Betſey, and Patrick Poulſon on board 
the Moſquito, who had been induced to undertake the 

voyage which this deponent had declined as aforeſaid. 
That the coaſting voyage from the zd to the 24th of 
February 1772, mentioned by the ſaid Mr. Hodgſon, in 
his ſaid Appendix No. 76. to be“ a coaſting voyage 
6“ along moſt of the Moſquito Shore, to quiet the In- 
« dians, and to diſtribute amongſt them part of his 
« Majeſty's preſents which remained of laſt year,” appears 
to this deponent to be, and he verily believes was an- 
other trading voyage in which Mr. Edward Caddle ated 
as his agent and factor, and went up in the ſaid ſchooner, 
Our Bett, to Brangman's Bluff, 'Tebuppe, and Walpa 
Sicſa River, where he traded with the Moſquito Indians 
for tortoiſe-ſhell, deer-ſkins, Indian ſlaves, and caſh, hav- 
ing been ſo informed by the faid Edward Caddle, who 
then had his reſidence at Brangman's Bluff, in the houſe of 
widow Elizabeth Young, the ſaid Mr. Hodgſon having 
hired part of her houſe for the uſe and — 
18 
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his ſaid agent and factor; which agent and factor did 
afterwards ſhew unto this deponent his current account 
ſettled with the ſaid Mr. Hodgſon for the traffic he nego- 
ciated on his ſaid voyage, in which he ſaw mention made 
of tortoiſe-ſhell, caſh, deer-ſkins and Indian flaves, as te- 
turns for the goods carried up in the ſaid ſchooner Our 
Bett. For the ballance of which account fo ſettled with 
Mr. Hodgſon, the ſaid Mr. Caddle was afterwards obliged 
to ſue the ſaid Mr. Hodgſon, who gave him every delay 
the law would admit of; and having ultimately removed 
the cauſe before the Council, it was there determined 
againſt him, and given in favour of the ſaid Mr. Caddle, 
in the courſe of the year 1776. — And this — alſo 
ſaieth, That ſo far from the ſaid veſſel Our Bett being 
blown about for ſeveral weeks and nearly a wreck before 
all the things could be got on board, that he this de- 
ponent the day after ſne went over the bar at Black River, 
on or about the ſaid 11th February, 1772, went down with 
the ſaid Mr. Hodgſon and Mr. Caddle to the river's 
mouth to ſee his friend the ſaid Mr. Caddle embark— 
but the ſea being high, ſhe remained till the following 
day, when, having every thing on board, and without re- 
ceiving any damage whatſoever, but being in good con- 
dition, ſhe immediately proceeded on her ſaid voyage.— 
And likewiſe this deponent ſaieth, That fo far from the faid 
ſchooner being wrecked the next day after he the ſaid Mr. 
Hodgſon left her on her way back, and had walked thirty 
miles, that he the faid Mr. Hodgſon not only continued 
in the ſaid veſſel, Our Bett, the whole way back, but by 
oppoſing and contradicting the maſter, William Bray, 
who navigated her, he carried her by his own obſtinacy 
not only the whole way back, but even paſt Black River 
early in the morning of Sunday the 24th of February 
1772, and landed at Sicera Layia river's mouth, fifteen 
or ſixteen miles weſt of Black River, from whence he had 
not to walk above ſeven or eight miles before he got 
water-carriage, which would have brought him to Muffee 
Creek, where he might have had horſes to Black River. 
And of this fact the deponent is the more certain, as he 
met him, the ſaid Mr. Hodgſon, on the Sandy Beach 
coming homeward, about two miles from Black River, 
when he, the ſaid Mr. Hodgſon, acknowleged the fact, as 
above mentioned, and begged of this deponent to con- 

duct 
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duct him oppoſite to his houſe, as he could not ſee the 
Buſh-path leading to the Lagoon fide ' oppoſite to his 
houſe z with which requeſt this deponent complied, and 
gave him his horſe to carry him home. And as to the 
ſchooner being wrecked next day, it was not until about 
four days afterwards that ſhe drove upon the Sandy Beach 
at Pranau Creek mouth, where ſhe lay high and 7. 
with only one plank ſtarted, for near ſix months. In 
which time, with only the very ſmall expence of employing 
his own Negroes, he might have got her off, and put her 
into as good condition as ever. — But this veſfel, Our 
Bett, being the ſame' Spaniſh veſſel complained of in the 
Colony Memorial of the 11th November, 1773, as having 
been uſed and applied by the ſaid Mr. Hodgſon to his 
own uſe, and much fault being found with it upon the 
Shore, and he very much expoſed upon that account, 
might, as this deponent believes, be the cauſe why the 
faid'Mr. Hodgſon did not exert himſelf u,on this occa- 

fion as if the ſaid veſſel had been actually his own. 
That the memorable voyage deſcribed by Mr. Hodgſon, 
in his aforeſaid Appendix No. 76. to have been undertaken 
in a four oared canoe, from the 1ſt to the 1 4th of April 
& 1776, along the weſtern coaſt of the Moſquito Shore 
« and ſome of the Spaniſh country, partly to ſurvey it, 
« and alſo to avoid the power of a Court of Judicature he 
« did not aknowlege,” was publicly declared by the 
faid Mr. Hodgſon at Black River, in the hearing of this 
deponent, and previous to his ſetting out, to be under- 
taken, and he this deponent verily believes was ſolely 
and only undertaken by the ſaid Mr. Hodgſon to avoid 
his appearance at the Court of Quarter Seſſions, held 
about that time at Black River, where very many writs 
were exhibited againſt him by merchants, factors, ſhop- 
keepers, and labourers, nay even by his very houle-keeper, 
who kept his houſe before he was married ; all whoſe de- 
mands he Mr. Hodgſon had delayed and diſputed, al- 
though vouched from under his own hand. —For as to 
the pretended ſurvey, the coaſt had been thoroughly ſur- 
veyed, and was perfectly known many years before this 
economical voyage of Mr. Hodgſon. And the power of 
the Court of Judicature, which he declares he meant to 
avoid, was legally and properly founded upon the ap- 
pointment 
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pointment of Sir Baſil Keith, as Governor, and paſſing 
under the Great Seal of Jamaica. | 

Farther this deponent ſaieth, That many were the per- 
ſons, beſide himſelf, whom Mr, Hodgſon employed, 
during his Superintendancy, to carry on and negociate his 
very lucrative trade; in particular he connected him- 
ſelf with Captain Montgomerie, Captain Kaye, Meflrs. 
William Allum, Andrew Mellony, Edward Caddle, 
Philip Bode, John Bray, and William Collins. By 
which extenſive trade, far exceeding the funds and abili- 
ties of the individual ſettlers on the Shore, added to the, 
inſupportable pride and inſolence of his temper, and his 
aſſuming the powers, rights, and juriſdictions of a ſu- 
preme and independent governor, he molt effentially ri- 
valled and injured the trafic and commerce of the faid 
ſettlers on the Shore, and provoked their reſentment to a 
perpetual oppoſition and contempt of himſelf and his 
uſurpations, * 

Alſo, that during the aforeſaid time that he firſt traded 
for the ſaid Mr. Hodgſon on Roman River, which was 
from about the month of October, 1768, to about the 
month of April, 1769, he received, ſome time in the 
month of February, 1769, the letter annexed to his afh- 
davit, taken by Captain Lynn of his Majeſty's ſhip Gar- 
land, in the month of September, 1771; which letter he 
received, as therein ſet forth, from ſaid Mr. Hodgſon ; 
that it was in the faid Mr. Hodgſon's hand-writing, and 
ſigned R. H. in place of Robert Hodgſon, the better to 
conceal his perſon and name, as this deponent believes, 
ſhould it have happened by any accident to miſcarry ; 
and the Mrs. H. therein mentioned, was meant and in- 
tended to deſcribe his wife Mrs. Hodgſon, to whom this 
deponent ſent and applied for more goods in the abſence 
of Mr. Hodgſon, and had them furniſhed by her, agree- 
able to the information he received in faid letter. 
That the extracts taken from faid letter, as ſet forth in 
No. 3. of the State of Facts, accompanying the Colony 
Memorial, and complaints preſented to the Right Ho- 
nourable Earl of Dartmouth, and dated on the 11th of 
November 1773, are, to the beſt of this deponent's me- 
mory, recolleCtion, and belief, true and fair extracts taken 


from ſaid letter; the facts being all perfectly _— 
wit 


3 

wich his knowlege: but, for the greater certainty herein, 
he refers to the ſaid letter itſelf, now lying, as this de- 
ponent is informed, in the Secretary of State's Office; 
and which, when produced, this deponent is ready to 
prove. But this deponent clearly and expreſsly denies, 
as not being true, what the ſaid Mr, Hodgſon inſinuates 
in his ſaid original or ficſt conſtrued Defence and Reply 
to the Colony Complaints, tranſmitted to the Secretary 
of State's Office in ſummer, 1775, viz. “ That his late 
« friend Mr. Pitt offered him, Mr. Hodgſon, a half con- 
« cern in the trade which this deponent conducted on 
«© Roman River, as above mentioned, and to conceal his 
name, he, Mr. Hodgſon, accepted it:“ - For that this 
deponent, previous to his ſetting out on this mercantile 
adventure, applied, at the deſire of the ſaid Mr. Hodgſon, 
to the ſaid Mr. Pitt, to know if he would be concerned 
with him, Mr. Hodgſon, and make it one joint adven- 
ture; to which the ſaid Mr. Pitt made anſwer, that he 
never would be concerned with him, Mr. Hodgſon, in the 
Spaniſh trade. And accordingly this deponent was em- 
ployed diſtinctly and ſeparately by the faid Mr. Pitt to 
conduct his trade; and diſtinctly and ſeparately by the 
ſaid Mr. Hodgſon to conduct his trade; and proceeded 
about the ſaid month of October, 1768, to tranſact their 
ſeparate and diſtinct buſineſs on Roman River aforeſaid: 
agreeably to which ſeparate commiſſions, this deponent 
fold their goods ſeparately, kept their accounts feparate, 
made their returns ſeparate, and was ſeparately and by each 
individual paid for his factorage and trouble by the ſaid 
Mr. Pitt and Mr. Hodgſon z of whom Mr. Pitt had the 
ſmalleſt cargo, but allowed and paid this deponent more 
liberally for his trouble than Mr. Hodgſon did. 

Farther this deponent faieth, That the converſation, men- 
tioned in his other affidavit taken by Captain Lynn of his 
Majeſty's ſhip Garland, in the month of September 1771, 
as having paſſed between him this deponent and the 
faid Mr. Hodgſon, on or about the 4ch or 5th of Au- 
guſt preceding, reſpecting the capture made by General 
Tempeſt of ſome Spaniſh Mulattoes and Samboes, and 
of ſome Sarſaparilla, the property of this deponent, did 
really and truly happen as ſet forth in his above men- 
tioned Affidavit, and as mentioned in the Extracts taken 


therefrom in the 11th Number of the State of Facts ac- 
com- 
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companying the ſaid Colony Memorial and Complaints 
againſt Mr. Hodgſon, of the 11th of November 1773: 
and that the ſaid Mr. Hodgſon refuſed and neglected 
giving this deponent any aid or aſliſtance for the recovery 
of his ſaid property, in the manner as mentioned in his 
ſaid affidavit ; which he humbly conceives was bebaving 
contrary to his duty and office as Superintendant on the 
Shore. That he now farther ſaieth, That Mr. John Pitt 
of Black River informed him, this deponent, that he 
paid out of his own pocket to the Moſquito-men twenty 

iſtoles, for the recovery and redemption of Matteo 
3 one of the Spaniſh Mulattoes, and Pedro Al- 
timirana, the black Samboe, above alluded to; for which 
reaſon this deponent does not believe, nor can admit, 
that the ſaid Mr, Hodgſon ever obtained the releaſe of 
the Spaniſh priſoners. 

Farther this deponent ſaieth, That what is fet forth by 
Mr. Hodgſon, in his printed Defence in Anſwer to the 
Colony Complaints againſt him, which he preſented to 
the Right Honourable Board of 'I rade, on or about the 
15th of December, 1779, is not true: namely, that ** al- 
„ though the orders for his return reached him the 11th 
© January. 1776, and he unremittingly endeavoured to 
« meet with a veſſel to take his paſſage in, he was un- 
e able to leave the Shore till the 25th of July following; 
* nor indeed, according to the uſual intercourſe with the 
* Shore, could an opportunity ſooner occur: —fot the 
veſſel which brought Mr. Ferguſon from Jamaica to 
Black River, to ſucceed Mr. Hodgſon on his recall home, 
arrived at Black River about the 8th or 14th of January 
1776, and again departed from thence directly to Ja- 
maica in the month of February or March following ; 
and returned a ſecond time from Jamaica to Black River, 
and departed a ſecond time from Black River to Jamaica, 
before Mr. Hodgſon left the firſt mentioned place, about 
the 26th of July, 1776.—In like manner there was an- 
other opportunity offered of a veſſel for Mr. Hodgſon to 
take his paſſage in, which was the ſhip or veſſel Betſey, 
commanded by Captain Archdeacon, which lay off Black 
River, and proceeded in March by the way of Honduras 
for London. = And his own {loop, a new veſſel, in which 
he at laſt took his paſſage, was well able to have carried 
him at any time from the arrival of Mr, Ferguſon at the 

Shore, 


(3 ) 
Shore, on the 8th or 11th of January, 1776, directly to 
Jamaica ; from whence he would have had the readieſt 
and ſhorteſt paſſage home in the monthly packet-boats from 
thence to Falmouth. 

Farther this deponent believes, and was ſo informed 
by Captain Freeman, who commanded Mr. Hodgſon's 
own ſloop on her voyage with Mr. Hodgſon and his fa- 
mily from the Moſquito Shore to the iſland Bonacca, 
and from thence to Bermudas, that Mr. Hodgſon's true 
3 in proceeding with his ſaid ſloop from Black 

iver to the ſaid iſland of Bonacca, which is ſituated 
twelve leagues due north from Cape Honduras, was to 
chuſe and ſelect a load of mahogany for his ſaid floop, 
_ a large quantity of that timber which had formerly 
been leſt there by his veſſel the Aſk-again, although he 
pretended his motive to be the altering of his ſloop's 
maſt :—but this deponent ſays, that he never conſidered 
the faid iſland of Bonacca as a defart or famiſhed iſland, 
it being a place which he is well acquainted with, and 
where moſt of the veſſels going to and from St. George's 
Quaye, in the Bay of Honduras and Jamaica, ſtop at, and 
where two or three families have ſettled for many years, 
and eſtabliſhed plantations, and raifed ſtock ; ſo that if 
Mr. Hodgſon had been ſo inclined, he might have hired 
hunters and ſtrikers from amongſt thoſe people, and been 
plentifully ſupplied with proviſions both by ſea and land. 
And this deponent verily believes, he did employ hunters 
and ſtrikers for this purpoſe: becauſe "Thomas and Abraham 
Taylor, two Muſtees reſiding on the ſaid iſland of Bo- 
nacca, and afterwards employed in the capture of Omoa, 
told this deponent, at the capture of ſaid place, in Oc- 
tober laſt, that Mr. Hodgſon was indebted to them about 
twelve pounds for their ſervice in this way.—T hat this 
deponent was farther informed by the ſaid Captain Free- 
man, that he Captain Freeman having navigated Mr. 
Hodgſon's ſaid ſloop, Mr. Hodgſon and family being on 
board, from Bonacca to Bermudas; and there having 
unJoaded the mahogany ; the ſaid Mr. Hodgſon finding 
at the ſaid iſland of Bermudas a good many American 
prizes loaded with flour, he purchaſed a cargo of the 
ſame for his ſaid ſloop, and having conſigned the cargo 
to the ſaid Captain Freeman, directed him to proceed 


with it ia his faid ſloop to Black River on the Moſquito 
Shore, 


( 


Shore, and there ſell it for caſh only.— That this de- 
ponent was at Black River at the time when the ſaid 
Captain Freeman arrived in Mr. Hodgſon's ſaid floop, 
with the ſaid loading of flour, which was about the 


month of March or April, 1777, and was preſent when 


the ſame was put up to public auction and fale; but 
when the terms were made known, that no goods would 
be taken in barter, and that caſh only would: be received 
in payment for ſaid flour, no perſon would purchaſe it, 
ſo that the ſaid Captain Freeman was under the neceſſity 
of proceeding with the whole to the Bay of Honduras, 
where, as this deponent was informed and verily be- 
lieves, after he the ſaid Captain Freeman had ſold ſaid 
flour, he took on board a loading of mahogany, which 
along with the ſaid floop or veſſel was afterwards captured 
by a North American privateet, on the notth ſide of the 
;0and Jamaica. — And laſtly this deponent ſaith, that 
upon his aſking the faid Captain Freeman whilſt he re- 
mained at Black River as aforeſaid, whether the ſaid Mr. 
Hodgſon had failed from Bermudas for England? he was 
informed by the ſaid Captain Freeman, that when he 
Captain Freeman left Bermudas, the faid Mr. Hodgſon 
intended ſoon to fail for St. Enſtatia, in a veſſel he had 
procured for that purpoſe, and from-thence to go by the 
way of Holland for England, 


JOHN CHRISTOPHERZ. 
Weſt. 
To wit, 


Sworn before me this 
3d day of May, 1780. 


WILLIAM HYDE. 
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No. LXXVI. Captain Hodęſon's Accu 


the laſt 6 
In what 
Year Intention and Conf 
moſtly, 

1768 To take a complete view of the ce 
ing Spaniſh coaſt, to ſpeak to all 
every thing, and to prepare the whe. 

| policy, and good order,—Succeeded 

1769 To Jamaica, and nearly round it, 
the Moſquito Shore with Governor 
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Captain Hodgſor's Accuſers Baving endeavoured to convey flrong Crimination of him for having neglected viſiting the Country, and inſinuated that he had refided wholly at Black River, the principal Stttlement, from the fr fl te 


No. LXXVI. 
. the laſt of his being Super intendant; be was thereby provoked in his Fuſlification to make the following Arrangement of his ſeveral Voyages and Expeditions during that Time. 
Table of Captain Hodgſon's Voyages on the Public Service, whilſt he was Superintendant of the Moſquito Shore. 
In what . * : | "0 
= Intention and Conſequence, | TY Wel aq _— Actual Time of Return, and in what Manner ; Caſualties, &c. —— Vouchers. 
moſtly. 

1768 To take a complete view of the country and the neighbour-] October 8. Sloop True-blue, of 20 tons. | January 8, 1769. In a ſmall four-oared canoe, having left] 3 I Public letters, and vouched contingent charge al- 
ing Spaniſh coaſt, to ſpeak to all the inhabitants, to quiet the floop 80 leagues off, it being ſuppoſed that ſhe would not lowed and paid by Sir William Trelawny. 
every thing, and to prepare the whole for a ſyſtem of peace, be able to get back, 
policy, — good order. Succeeded. ; ; : 

1769 To Jamaica, and nearly round it, in order to conſult about} March 18, Adventure ſhip of war. July 1. Schooner Moſquito, of 8 tons, ſo leaky as to obligef 3 14 Public letters, vouched contingent charge allowed 
the Moſquito Shore with Governor Sir William Ticlawny. me to repreſent to Sir William Trelawny the neceſſity of ſend- and paid by Sir William Trelawny, repreſentation to 

ing the Moſquito preſents by another veſſel, him, and the ſchooner's proteſt. 

1770 A complete coaſting voyage to every part of the country, | Dec. 15, 1769. Schooner Betſey, of 10] May 23. The Moſquito's bottom failed ſo much, that we] 5 7 Great number of public letters, papers, and affi- 
undertaken to prevent the miſchief that might ariſe from the |tons, changed her in February for the Mol- | could not keep her above water, therefore ſtranded her, where davits, journals ſent home and delivered to Sir William 
governor of Carthago's intercourſe with the Moſquito Indians. quito of 8 tons, and ſoon afterwards her ſhe was wrecked, and got back (about 100 leagues) in an ill- Trelawny, who allowed and paid the vouched con- 
— Very ſucceſsful. bottom gave way and ſhe was wrecked. | manned periagua. tingent charge. 

1771 To Jamaica,—with hopes of ſettling ſome plan of utility] Dec. 23, 1770. A ſchooner, which had] March 13. The Spaniſh ſchooner, Sir William Trelawny| 2 19 Public papers, certificates, journals, atteſtations 
for the Moſquito Shore with Sir William Trelawny, and in been taken by the Moſquito Indians from | not chooſing to meddle with her, —When ſhe returned to the and letters. 
order to deſcribe to him the very pernicious uſe, which had the Spaniards, a certificate of which I de- ſhore, ſhe was publickly fold to fix the extent of any future 
been made of the powers he had furniſhed other people with |livered to Sir William Trelawny, deſiring litigated damages about her, &c. 
there, &c. him to reſtore her as / could not for want of % 

another veſſel to bring back thoſe who car- 
[ied her, 

1772 A coaſting voyage along moſt of the Moſquito Shore to quiet | February 3. Schooner Our Bett, of 45] February 24. In the ſchooner Our Bett, moſt of the way| 0 22 Public letters, proteſt, diary, and vouched con- 
the Indians, and to diſtribute amongſt them part of his Ma-|tons. This veſſel, as well as myſelf, had] back; then got out of her and walked about 3o miles, the next tingent charges allowed and paid by Sir William Tre- 
jeſty's preſents which remained of laſt year, Succeſsful, been ready ſeveral weeks; but ſhe had been | day the ſchooner was wrecked. law ny. 

blown about ſo much before all the things 
could poſſibly be got on board, as to be 
nearly a wreck. 
A coaſting voyage along all the Moſquito Shore, in order to] Auguſt 20. Garland ſhip of war, till Sep- November 7. Walked back about 20 miles, after ſtranding] 2 19 Public letters, diary, and vouched contingent charge 
prevent many miſchiefs, which threatened. Very ſucceſstul. _ 3s _ I embarked in the ſchooner | the ſchooner Nautilus, of 4 tons, on the bar of one of the allowed and paid by the governor of Jamaica, 
: autilus, Or 7 tons. ] rivers. . 

1773 To Jamaica, = Governor Sir William Trelawny being dead, | January 30. Brig, Aſkagain, 120 tons. May 7. Brigantine Aſkagain, of 120 tons. 3 9 public letters. and vouched contingent charge al- 
and the people of the Moſquito Shore immediately aiming at lowed and paid by the governor of Jamaica. 
a coalition with me, I determined to wait on the lieutenant- 
governor, to conſult with him on the welfare of that diſtracted 
country. I met with every thing favourable from him. | : 

1774 A voyage to view the weſtern boundaries of the Moſquito] March 14. Schooner Nautilus, of tons.| March 26. Schooner Nautilus, of 7 tons, 0 12 
Shore, and the Spaniſh Coaſt, and to be abſent from Black : 

River during the fitting of a court of judicature there by the 
revolters. : 

A voyage along all the Moſquito Shore, and much of the] April 3. Brig Aſkagain, September 29. Brigantine Aſkagain, 5 27 Various public letters, diary, vouched contingene 
Spaniſh Coaſt, to heal and prevent great violences between the charge allowed and paid by the governor of Jamaica. 
Indians and the Spaniards ; and then to Jamaica to conſult 
with the new governor, Sir Baſil Keith, on the diſordered 
ſtate of the Motquito Shore ; and from thence along the coaſt 
of it again to confirm the Indians in their good diſpoſitions.— 

Very ſucceſsful on the Shore, ; 

1775 A voyage along the Moſquito Shore and the Spaniſh Coaſt, | May 29. Brig Pitt, October 19. Landed in the ſurf and walked home, from the} 4 22 Public letters, and vouched contingent charge al- 
to endeavour to preſerve the Indians at leaſt from rebellion, ſloop Cheſter, juſt as a ſtorm came on, which ſtranded and lowed and paid by the governor of Jamaica. 
and ſo on to Jamaica, in hopes my friend the governor might blew her about near two months and half, before I could get 
by this time be inſtructed about the country and me, -Suc- all the Indian preſents and my papers out of her. 
ceſsful on the Moſquito Shore. . h 
A — voyage to look for the remains of the ſloop Cheſ-| November . A periagua, or very large] December 12. In the ſame periagua, having aſſiſted in ſav-| 1 10 Public letters, and atteſted contingent charge. 
ter, (ſuppoſed to be loſt with all the preſents and my papers on | canoe, | ing the preſents while the ſloop was ſtranded, and after hav- 
board) and to diſtribute any that might be ſaved to the Indians, ing gratified the Indians by the diſtribution of moſt of them. 

1776 A voyage along the weſtern coaſt of the Moſquito Shore] April 1. A four-oared canoe, April 11, A four-oared canoe. o 11 
and ſome of the Spaniſh country, partly to ſurvey it, and alſo 
282 the power of a court of judicature I did not acknow- 
edge. | 

A coaſting voyage on the grounds of the former, and to] July 1. Schooner Nautilus, of 3 tons. | July 8. Sloop:Ariadne, which I met at ſea and was to go| © 7 Public letters, and A. Blair, Efq.. 
ſee what accident at Banaca detained the floop, in which 1 to England in, 
was to go to England, 

To which may be added a voyage to England, in obedience | July 25. Sloop Ariadne, of gotons, ſprung| June 4, 1777. Reached Bermuda ſinkiag, there took the] 10 11 Public letters, journals, proteſts, affidavits, &. 
to the King's orders. a leak directly, after near two months hard | firſt opportunity of proceeding to England, by buyiag the floop all which ſhew that not a day was loſt from the time 

labour on a ſandy iſlet got her in order and [Family-Trader, on board which there was no room for my of my receiving the orders. 
ſet out again. family, left them expoſed to famine, and got to London this 
EE day. 3 TP 


On the whole, from October 1768, to June 1777, I went 14 Voyages, which employed 22 Veſſels; and from the actual Days of Embarkation to thoſe of Return, 44 Months and 18 Days. 


»4& 
«© 


þ $ £3 


: 


* 
*4s 


